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true, Stan Musial was a St. Louis civic
patron saint.

Stan Musial was an icon in St. Louis.
He was the best ballplayer to wear a
Cardinal’s uniform and one of the best
to play the game of baseball.

Stan Musial was my childhood hero
when I was a boy and he remains a hero
in my life to this day. When a person
reaches my age, and maybe my station
in life, they are supposed to be beyond
the stage of swooning adolescence. But
when it comes to Stan Musial, I am a
10-year-old kid all over again in East
St. Louis, IL, buying more bubble gum
than I can possibly afford in the hope
that I would open one of those pack-
ages and find, covered in pink powder,
a card that had Stan Musial’s picture.
It was the treasure of my youth, and it
still would be today if my mom had not
thrown those cards away.

Stan Musial’s death has hit the Car-
dinals Nation like a death in the fam-
ily. One Cardinal fan spoke for many of
us when she said losing Stan Musial ‘‘is
like losing a grandparent. It’s hard not
to tear up.”

I grew up in East St. Louis across the
river, and my most prized possession
when I was a kid was my very first
Stan Musial Rawlings baseball glove.
As a kid I rubbed that glove with some-
thing called Gloveoleum until I was the
only one who could still see Stan
Musial’s name burned in the leather.
One of the highlights in my life came 2
years ago when I got to meet Stan
Musial in person for the very first time
in my life. It was at the White House,
February 11, 2011. Stan Musial was
there to receive from President Obama
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. He
is one of only eight other baseball play-
ers in the history of America to receive
that prestigious honor. Listen to the
company he joined: Joe DiMaggio,
Jackie Robinson, Ted Williams, Ro-
berto Clemente, Hank Aaron, Frank
Robinson, and the famous Buck
O’Neill.

At the White House I stood patiently
waiting for the moment to ask Stan
Musial to sign that old baseball glove,
which I still have and have had since I
was a Kkid. He agreed to do so. What a
thrill. I was 10 years old all over again.

Outside Busch Stadium in St. Louis
is a statue of Stan ‘“The Man” in his
playing prime. He is coiled up in his
batting style. Every coach said don’t
bat like Stan ‘“The Man,”’ even though
he has great numbers. If you do that,
you will never hit the ball. We all
tried; the coaches were right. Etched in
the base of that statue are words that
Major League Baseball Commissioner
Ford Frick said when Stan retired in
1963: ‘‘Here stands baseball’s perfect
warrior. Here stands baseball’s perfect
knight.”

On the field and off Stan Musial was
always a gentleman, always a cham-
pion. He exemplified the values of
sportsmanship, discipline, hard work,
grace, consistency, and a love of fam-
ily. Baseball broadcaster Vince Scully,
a Hall of Famer himself, once said:
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‘“How good was Stan Musial? He was
good enough to take your breath
away.”’

Stan Musial played his entire 22-year
career for the St. Louis Cardinals. He
did take off one season in 1945 to serve
our country in the U.S. Navy during
World War II. His 3,026 games with the
same club are second only to the 3,308
games over 23 years by Carl Yas-
trzemski.

When Stan Musial retired from base-
ball after the 1963 season, he held 29
National League records and 17 Major
League records. Here are just some of
his career numbers: a batting average
of .331, an on-base percentage of .417,
3,630 hits, 725 doubles, 177 triples, 475
homers—and the first homer I can ever
remember seeing on television was the
All-Star game in St. Louis, and darned
if Stan Musial didn’t get up in the 12th
inning, parking a home run into the
outfield stands, winning it for the Na-
tional League. I couldn’t have been
more thrilled, my first exposure to
baseball on television. He had 1,951
RBIs and 1,949 runs. He is the only
baseball player to finish his career in
the top 25 in all of these categories.

Where did he get that nickname? It
was coined not by a Cardinals fan but
by a Brooklyn Dodgers fan in May 1946,
after Musial’s four hits helped lead the
Cardinals to a 13-to-4 drubbing of the
Brooklyn Dodgers. Every time Stan
Musial came to the plate, the fans in
Ebbets Field said, ‘“‘Here comes the
man.”” And the name stuck.

The legendary baseball writer Red
Barber once described the 1947 season
as ‘‘the year all hell broke loose in
baseball.” It was the year Jackie Rob-
inson integrated Major League Base-
ball. Jackie Robinson would later re-
call when asked about his baseball ca-
reer that it was Stan Musial and Hank
Greenberg, two players who went out of
their way to be friendly and encour-
aging in that historic and difficult
year.

Maybe Stan Musial’s greatest base-
ball day came on May 2, 1954. It was a
double header in St. Louis against the
New York Giants. He hit three homers
in the first game and two in the sec-
ond.

In 1957, Stan Musial became the first
Major League Baseball player to earn
the amazing salary of $100,000 a year.
Two years later, when his batting aver-
age dipped to .255, it was Musial who
went to the Cardinals’ owners and
asked them to cut his salary back to
$80,000. He wasn’t playing up to what
he thought he had the potential to play
up to.

Late in his final season, he stayed up
all night waiting for the birth of his
first grandchild, and the next day he
became the first grandfather to ever
homer in the Major Leagues. Umpires—
and this says something about what a
gentleman he always was—umpires
never once ejected Stan Musial from a
baseball game in more than 3,000
games.

On January 21, 1969, Stan Musial was
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame on

S201

the first ballot. He was named on 92
percent of the ballots—something on
which to reflect after what we just
went through a few weeks ago when no
one made the cut for the Baseball Hall
of Fame. Stan Musial was the first
player to receive 300 votes on a Hall of
Fame ballot.

When he retired, the St. Louis Car-
dinals retired his number, No. 6. Car-
dinals manager Mike Matheny has said
that when the entire Cardinals team
takes the field this year, they will be
wearing a No. 6 patch on their uni-
forms. But then he said:

It will be a call for us to do our very best
to live up to that high standard of excel-
lence.

Then he added:

You don’t come across names like warrior,
prince and knight by just having Hall of
Fame statistics. It comes from making an
impact in people’s lives. I was in that group.
Mr. Musial, I say thank you. He’s a perfect
example of what it means to wear this jer-
sey.

I want to give credit to my colleague,
Senator CLAIRE  MCCASKILL. She
worked with me—in fact, she led the
way in terms of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, along with Senator Bond,
for Stan Musial. And she came up with
a great idea. I don’t know if it is going
to go anywhere, but I am going to try
to help her make it a reality. She has
suggested we can honor this American
hero, this regional hero and the values
he stood for by naming the new bridge
being built across the Mississippi River
at St. Louis in honor of Stan Musial. I
grew up on the Illinois side, and we
kind of looked over at Missouri a little
differently than most, and they looked
at us a little differently too. But if
there was one thing that ever united us
it was baseball loyalty and Stan
Musial. It is a perfect name for a bridge
that spans between Illinois and Mis-
souri in that region of the country.

I am proud to join Senator CLAIRE
MCCASKILL, and we will be introducing
a bill to name the bridge the Stan
Musial Memorial Bridge. Other legisla-
tion is being considered in the Illinois
and Missouri General Assemblies at
this time. I wish them the best in hon-
oring this great man. It was my great
honor to join him on that historic date
when he was given the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

(The remarks of Senator DURBIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 113
and S. 114 are printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’”)

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
COONS). The Senator from Louisiana.

———

GOOD GOVERNMENT REFORM

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, more
and more Americans from all walks of
life, of both political parties, feel there
is not just a pond or a sea but an ocean
of difference between the real world
where they live and Washington, DC.
They view—I think correctly—Wash-
ington, DC, as a different planet where
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normal rules do not seem to apply.
That is why on the first day I could in-
troduce new legislation in this new
Congress, I chose to introduce a pack-
age of reform measures—measures
aimed at bridging that gap, bringing
those two worlds together, returning
us—returning Washington to the real
world and reconnecting with the Amer-
ican people.

The American people are also con-
cerned—rightly—about the bitter par-
tisanship, the overly ideological tone
of almost all of the debate we have
here in Washington now, here in Con-
gress.

I believe these sorts of reform meas-
ures—the four bills I have introduced
in particular—can also help bridge that
divide because they are not ideological,
they are not partisan, they are good-
government reform, things that can
and should and, hopefully, will bring us
together and bring us together and re-
connect us with the American people.
Again, it is another reason I chose to
introduce this package of four reform
measures, four good-government bills
on the first day I could introduce legis-
lation this Congress.

The first is a very simple and basic
but fundamental idea: term limits for
Members of Congress. I am honored to
be joined by six other Senators right
out of the gate, right out of the box in
terms of cosponsoring this important
legislation: Senators PAUL, AYOTTE,
COBURN, LEE, RUBIO, CRUZ, and JOHN-
SON. I thank them for their cosponsor-
ship and their support. This measure
would limit Members of Congress in
the House to three consecutive terms,
a total of 6 years, and the Senate to
two consecutive terms, a total of 12
years. It is a consensus measure sup-
ported by citizens groups very active
and supportive of the concept of term
limits. The idea, again, is simple: to re-
connect Congress with the American
people, to do away with the notion of
legislating as a career, and to get back
to the Founders’ vision of citizen legis-
lators.

When I was in the State legislature,
I authored and passed term limits for
the State legislature. That required a
State constitutional amendment—a big
deal—a two-thirds vote in each body,
and then a vote of the people. But be-
cause of the people’s voices rising and
being heard, we achieved that. With
that reform, which was voted over-
whelmingly into the State constitution
by the people of Louisiana, we have a
regular influx now of new, fresh blood,
real experience from the real world
that reconnects in a very healthy way
the State legislature and all of us, the
citizens, whom it is supposed to rep-
resent. That was needed for the State
legislature, and if it was—and it was—
it is needed a thousand times more for
Congress because that divide, that sea,
that ocean, that difference between dif-
ferent planets in the eyes of so many
Americans is even greater between
Congress and the real world, Congress
and the American people.
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The second bill I have introduced is a
bill to do away with automatic pay in-
creases for Members of Congress. That
is present law, that we get regular in-
creases of pay with no proposal, no bill
put in the hopper, no debate, no need
for an inconvenient vote. I think that
is just outright wrong. I think it helps
build that distrust on the part of the
American people. I am joined by a bi-
partisan cosponsor, Senator MCCASKILL
of Missouri. I thank her for her leader-
ship and her support of this measure.
Again, the measure is very simple: Just
repeal, do away with any automatic
pay increases for Members of Congress.
If there is to be a pay increase, there
should be a bill proposing it and open
debate and a public vote.

The third measure is also fully bipar-
tisan. I am introducing it with Senator
BILL NELSON of Florida. It is reform of
the Corps of Engineers—something
very important for our two States but
also for, indeed, the whole country. In
Louisiana, in Florida, and elsewhere,
unfortunately, the Corps of Engineers
has become a poster child for a dys-
functional Federal Government, a Fed-
eral bureaucracy, a Federal system
that is just bogged down, does not
work. It takes 10 and 20 years to study
something, never ever getting to con-
struction. We need to streamline and
reform that process, and the Vitter-
Nelson bill does just that by greatly
streamlining the process by which
Corps projects can come to fruition,
putting State and local leaders more in
charge of that effort, at first on a pilot
basis. Hopefully, we will expand that in
the future for important Corps of Engi-
neers projects. Again, that is particu-
larly important for our States of Lou-
isiana and Florida, but it is important
for so many States and for the country
as a whole.

Fourth and finally, I am introducing
a measure that I have had before to re-
form Federal campaign finance law to
prohibit PACs and campaign funds
from employing Members’ spouses or
family members.

That is just a way, quite frankly, in
some circumstances for Members of
Congress, politicians, to pad their fam-
ily income. I think that is wrong, and
that leads directly to the real suspicion
and low regard in which so many
Americans hold this institution.

Again, this bill is simple, straight-
forward, but important. It would pro-
hibit spouses and immediate family
members of Members of Congress from
receiving payments from that Mem-
ber’s campaign accounts or leadership
PACs. That is a loophole and an area of
abuse we must close. We must prohibit
that abuse in the future.

These four bills won’t solve every
problem out there. They won’t be the
be-all and end-all of important reform
and good-government efforts, but they
would be an important start. They
would help us truly reconnect with the
American people and narrow this di-
vide, which is so vast right now, be-
tween the real world, real Americans,
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and this institution. They would be im-
portant, nonpartisan, nonideological
reform efforts that we can gather
around, Republicans and Democrats
alike, to do something positive, to do
something productive, and to recon-
nect with the American people.

I urge my colleagues from both par-
ties to support these measures, to come
on as cosponsors. Many of you already
have, and I thank you for that.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the period of morn-
ing business be extended until 5 p.m.
today and that all provisions of the
previous order remain in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN “JACK”
EDWARD BRESCH

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life, legacy and
service of a dear friend—John Edward
Bresch. Jack lead a life filled with
compassion. He worked tirelessly for
everyone to have access to affordable,
quality health care, especially needy
children and families. His heart was as
big as heaven.

But Jack’s life was also a life of great
humor. Anybody who knew him also
knew his warm and infectious laugh. It
was a sure sign that Jack was some-
where nearby because you could almost
hear his laughter before you saw his
face. And everybody was glad to see
Jack coming their way. He truly never
met a stranger.

Sadly, we won’t be able to hear that
distinct laughter again. Jack passed
away on September 1, 2012, surrounded
by his family after a brief and coura-
geous battle with pancreatic cancer.
From the moment of his fateful diag-
nosis until the day he left us, we saw in
him grace and courage, dignity and hu-
mility, joy and, yes, laughter—and so
much love and gratitude lived out on a
daily basis that, even in our sorrow, his
memory will never be lost.

Tomorrow, Jack will be laid to rest
in our Nation’s most hallowed ground—
Arlington National Cemetery—with
full military honors as a decorated
Naval Lieutenant who served as a
Chaplain during the Vietnam war.

In his life, Jack Bresch was many
things but above all, a family man, de-
voted to his wife, JoAnn; his children,
Mary Elizabeth, James Richard, and
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